
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS  
1870-1879: Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes 

THANKSGIVING DAY 1870 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
Whereas it behooves a people sensible of their dependence on the Almighty publicly and 
collectively to acknowledge their gratitude for his favors and mercies and humbly to beseech for 
their continuance; and  
Whereas the people of the United States during the year now about to end have special cause to 
be thankful for general prosperity, abundant harvests, exemption from pestilence, foreign war, and 
civil strife : 
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, concurring in 
any similar recommendations from chief magistrates of States, do hereby recommend to all 
citizens to meet in their respective places of worship on Thursday the 24th day of November next, 
there to give thanks for the bounty of God during the year about to close and to supplicate for its 
continuance hereafter. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 21st day of October, A.D. 1870, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety-fifth. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1871 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
The process of the seasons has again enabled the husbandman to garner the fruits of successful 
toil. Industry has been generally well rewarded. We are at peace with all nations, and tranquillity, 
with few exceptions, prevails at home. Within the past year we have in the main been free from ills 
which elsewhere have afflicted our kind. If some of us have had calamities, these should be an 
occasion for sympathy with the sufferers, of resignation on their part to the will of the Most High, 
and of rejoicing to the many who have been more favored. 
I therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 30th day of November next, the people meet in their 
respective places of worship and there make the usual annual acknowledgments to Almighty God 
for the blessings He has conferred upon them, for their merciful exemption from evils, and invoke 
His protection and kindness for their less fortunate brethren, whom in His wisdom He has deemed 
it best to chastise. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 28th day of October, A.D. 1871, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety-sixth. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
 

 



THANKSGIVING DAY 1872 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
Whereas the revolution of another year has again brought the time when it is usual to look back 
upon the past and publicly to thank the Almighty for His mercies and His blessings; and 
Whereas if any one people has more occasion than another for such thankfulness it is the citizens 
of the United States, whose Government is their creature, subject to their behests; who have 
reserved to themselves ample civil and religious freedom and equality before the law; who during 
the last twelvemonth have enjoyed exemption from any grievous or general calamity, and to whom 
prosperity in agriculture, manufactures, and commerce has been vouchsafed; 
Now, therefore, by these considerations, I recommend that on Thursday, the 28th day of 
November next, the people meet in their respective places of worship and there make their 
acknowledgments to God for His kindness and bounty. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 11th day of October, A.D. 1872, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety-seventh. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1873 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
The approaching close of another year brings with it the occasion for renewed thanksgiving and 
acknowledgment to the Almighty Ruler of the Universe for the unnumbered mercies which He has 
bestowed upon us. 
Abundant harvests have been among the rewards of industry. With local exceptions, health has 
been among the many blessings enjoyed. Tranquillity at home and peace with other nations have 
prevailed. 
Frugal industry is regaining its merited recognition and its merited rewards. 
Gradually but, under the providence of God, surely, as we trust, the nation is recovering from the 
lingering results of a dreadful civil strife. 
For these and all the other mercies vouchsafed it becomes us as a people to return heartfelt and 
grateful acknowledgments, and with our thanksgiving for blessings we may unite prayers for the 
cessation of local and temporary sufferings. 
I therefore recommend that on Thursday, the 27th day of November next, the people meet in their 
respective places of worship to make their acknowledgments to Almighty God for His bounties and 
His protection, and to offer to Him prayers for their continuance. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 14th day of October, A.D. 1873, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety-eighth. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1874 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
We are reminded by the changing seasons that it is time to pause in our daily avocations and offer 
thanks to Almighty God for the mercies and abundance of the year which is drawing to a close. 
The blessings of free government continue to be vouchsafed to us; the earth has responded to the 
labor of the husbandman; the land has been free from pestilence; internal order is being 
maintained, and peace with other powers has prevailed. 
It is fitting that at stated periods we should cease from our accustomed pursuits and from the 
turmoil of our daily lives and unite in thankfulness for the blessings of the past and in the cultivation 
of kindly feelings toward each other. 



Now, therefore, recognizing these considerations, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United 
States, do recommend to all citizens to assemble in their respective places of worship on 
Thursday, the 26th day of November next, and express their thanks for the mercy and favor of 
Almighty God, and, laying aside all political contentions and all secular occupations, to observe 
such day as a day of rest, thanksgiving, and praise. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1874, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the ninety-ninth. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1875 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
In accordance with a practice at once wise and beautiful, we have been accustomed, as the year is 
drawing to a close, to devote an occasion to the humble expression of our thanks to Almighty God 
for the ceaseless and distinguished benefits bestowed upon us as a nation and for His mercies 
and protection during the closing year. 
Amid the rich and free enjoyment of all our advantages, we should not forget the source from 
whence they are derived and the extent of our obligation to the Father of All Mercies. 
We have full reason to renew our thanks to Almighty God for favors bestowed upon us during the 
past year. 
By His continuing mercy civil and religious liberty have been maintained, peace has reigned within 
our borders, labor and enterprise have produced their merited rewards; and to His watchful 
providence we are indebted for security from pestilence and other national calamity. 
Apart from national blessings, each individual among us has occasion to thoughtfully recall and 
devoutly recognize the favors and protection which he has enjoyed. 
Now, therefore, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do recommend that on 
Thursday, the25th day of November, the people of the United States, abstaining from all secular 
pursuits and from their accustomed avocations, do assemble in their respective places of worship, 
and, in such form as may seem most appropriate in their own hearts, offer to Almighty God their 
acknowledgments and thanks for all His mercies and their humble prayers for a continuance of His 
divine favor. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 27th day of October, A.D. 1875, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundredth. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1876 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
From year to year we have been accustomed to pause in our daily pursuits and set apart a time to 
offer our thanks to Almighty God for the special blessings He has vouchsafed to us, with our 
prayers for a continuance thereof. 
We have at this time equal reason to be thankful for His continued protection and for the many 
material blessings which His bounty has bestowed. 
In addition to these favors accorded to us as individuals, we have especial occasion to express our 
hearty thanks to Almighty God that by His providence and guidance our Government, established 
a century ago, has been enabled to fulfill the purpose of its founders in offering an asylum to the 
people of every race, securing civil and religious liberty to all within its borders, and meting out to 
every individual alike justice and equality before the law. 
It is, moreover, especially our duty to offer our humble prayers to the Father of All Mercies for a 



continuance of His divine favor to us as a nation and as individuals. 
By reason of all these considerations, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United States, do 
recommend to the people of the United States to devote the 30th day of November next to the 
expression of their thanks and prayers to Almighty God, and, laying aside their daily avocations 
and all secular occupations, to assemble in their respective places of worship and observe such 
day as a day of thanksgiving and rest. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 26th day of October, A.D. 1876, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred and first. 
U.S. GRANT 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1877 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
The completed circle of summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, has brought us to the 
accustomed season at which a religious people celebrates with praise and thanksgiving the 
enduring mercy of Almighty God. This devout and public confession of the constant dependence of 
man upon the divine favor for all the goodgifts of life and health and peace and happiness, so early 
in our history made the habit of our people, finds in the survey of the past year new grounds for its 
joyful and grateful manifestation. 
In all the blessings which depend upon benignant seasons, this has indeed been a memorable 
year. Over the wide territory of our country, with all its diversity of soil and climate and products, 
the earth has yielded a bountiful return to the labor of the husbandman. The health of the people 
has been blighted by no prevalent or widespread diseases. No great disasters of shipwreck upon 
our coasts or to our commerce on the seas have brought loss and hardship to merchants or 
mariners and clouded the happiness of the community with sympathetic sorrow. 
In all that concerns our strength and peace and greatness as a nation; in all that touches the 
permanence and security of our Government and the beneficent institutions on which it rests; in all 
that affects the character and dispositions of our people and tests our capacity to enjoy and uphold 
the equal and free condition of society, now permanent and universal throughout the land, the 
experience of the last year is conspicuously marked by the protecting providence of God and is full 
of promise and hope for the coming generations. 
Under a sense of these infinite obligations to the Great Ruler of Times and Seasons and Events, 
let us humbly ascribe it to our own faults and frailties if in any degree that perfect concord and 
happiness, peace and justice, which such great mercies should diffuse through the hearts and 
lives of our people do not altogether and always and everywhere prevail. Let us with one spirit and 
with one voice lift up praise and thanksgiving to God for His manifold goodness to our land, His 
manifest care for our nation. 
Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the 
29th day of November next, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and I earnestly 
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors, the people of the United 
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks and 
praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 29th day of October, A.D. 1877, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred and second. 
R.B. HAYES 
 
 



THANKSGIVING DAY 1878 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
The recurrence of that season at which it is the habit of our people to make devout and public 
confession of their constant dependence upon the divine favor for all the good gifts of life and 
happiness and of public peace and prosperity exhibits in the record of the year abundant reasons 
for our gratitude and thanksgiving. 
Exuberant harvests, productive mines, ample crops of the staples of trade and manufactures, have 
enriched the country. 
The resources thus furnished to our reviving industry and expanding commerce are hastening the 
day when discords and distresses through the length and breadth of the land will, under the 
continued favor of Providence, have given way to confidence and energy and assured prosperity. 
Peace with all nations has been maintained unbroken, domestic tranquillity has prevailed, and the 
institutions of liberty and justice which the wisdom and virtue of our fathers established remain the 
glory and defense of their children. 
The general prevalence of the blessings of health through our wide land has made more 
conspicuous the sufferings and sorrows which the dark shadow of pestilence has cast upon a 
portion of our people. This heavy affliction even the Divine Ruler has tempered to the suffering 
communities in the universal sympathy and succor which have flowed to their relief, and the whole 
nation may rejoice in the unity of spirit in our people by which they cheerfully share one another’s 
burdens. 
Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the 
28th day of November next, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and I earnestly 
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors, the people of the United 
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks and 
praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 30th day of October, A.D. 1878, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred and third. 
R.B. HAYES 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY 1879 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – A PROCLAMATION 
At no recurrence of the season which the devout habit of a religious people has made the occasion 
for giving thanks to Almighty God and humbly invoking His continued favor has the material 
prosperity enjoyed by our whole country been more conspicuous, more manifold, or more 
universal. 
During the past year, also, unbroken peace with all foreign nations, the general prevalence of 
domestic tranquillity, the supremacy and security of the great institutions of civil and religious 
freedom, have gladdened the hearts of our people and confirmed their attachment to their 
Government, which the wisdom and courage of their descendants have so firmly maintained to be 
the habitation of liberty and justice to successive generations. 
Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the United States, do appoint Thursday, the 
27th day of November instant, as a day of national thanksgiving and prayer; and I earnestly 
recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and labors the people of the United 
States do meet together on that day in their respective places of worship, there to give thanks and 
praise to Almighty God for His mercies and to devoutly beseech their continuance. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of November, A.D. 1879, and of the Independence of 



the United States of America the one hundred and fourth. 
RUTHERFORD B. HAYES  

 


